1999.
The following year, he moved for full-time engagement to the Faculty of Philosophy and Science at the Silesian University in Opava, becoming vice-rector for study and social affairs in 2001 and appointed as the rector of University of Silesia by the President of the Czech Republic in 2007. In this capacity, he served until 2015, then moved to the Faculty of Public Policies of the Silesian University in the establishment of which he had played a significant role in 2008. There, he served as vice-dean for science and research, in charge of the leadership of the Department of Central European Studies, and he became the dean of this youngest part of the Silesian University in autumn 2016. Throughout his activity at the Silesian University, he lectured at the Faculty of Philosophy and Science SU, later at the Faculty of Public Policies SU, and in April 2011, the President of the Czech Republic appointed him as Professor in the field of History, specializing in Czech and Czechoslovak history. Since the early 1990s, he worked in a variety of scientific and editorial boards and committees in the field of museum management and higher education at various levels. An overview of these domestic institutions has been assembled by M. Borák. 2 Nowadays, he also remains member of numerous domestic and international expert committees. We may mention especially his long-term activity in the Conference of Rectors of Silesian Universities, consisting of four Polish and two Czech universities operating in the historical Silesia, in the foundation of which he participated in 2003 and over which he presided 2010-2015, currently being its honorary chairman. 3 This way, he capitalized on his experience and long-term contacts with Polish academic and scholarly environment that is closely related to his lifelong research activities and publications. Their detailed analysis from the early 1970s to the end of the first decade of the new millennium has been performed by M. Borák who distinguished eight basic topics ranging from the Middle Ages and Early Modern Era to the present, from economic, political or cultural history in different ways and periods to the area of auxiliary historical sciences, museum management and an assortment of other disciplines, from micro-probes into the history of towns and villages over the mapping of the transformations of the historic Silesia to the general considerations of international, especially Czechoslovak-Polish relationships and arrangements in Central Europe. 4 We will therefore focus on the last decade in which we can distinguish three main research directions or currents within which he cooperated closely with professor Irena Korbelářová. The first one is dedicated to the older and to a lesser extent the more recent history of Silesia and in the context of Czech-Polish relations and the development of Central Europe, or the transformation of Central European society. These include monographs on Cieszyn as a land of the Czech crown since the beginning of the principalities to the 18 th century, 5 a set of cultural and historical biographical portraits of significant women of the Silesian history 2 BORÁK, 233. 7 In this context, we should not forget the edition of statistical population survey in Austrian Silesia in the 18 th century. 8 The honoured professor's wide time engagement and orientation in various problem areas is confirmed in his considerations about the beginning of the history of Upper Silesia 9 on the one hand, and by his contribution on the organization of the Church administration in the Czechoslovak Silesia in the 1980s on the other hand, which appear in the collective monograph on the history of the Ostrava-Opava diocese for which he led the team of authors. 10 The second thematic area represent contributions in collective monographs and journal studies on the history of Silesian towns and villages in the early modern period, especially in the Opava region. This includes both work on the nature and status of Hradec nad Moravicí and Opava and in this period, 11 and probes into the lives of various social groups and strata, especially the burghers. 12 Nearly all of the above works to some extent touch upon the cultural-historical issues and contexts which together with material culture constitute a third distinct thematic area, ranging chronologically from the beginning of the early modern period to the present day, to which the celebrated professor has been paying attention in recent years. Besides the broader consideration of the specific features of material culture of Austrian Silesia, 13 it is again a number of studies prepared jointly with Irena Korbelářová. The earlier period is dealt with in the case study of courtly ceremonies of the last Piasts or the burial portrait of Anne of Luxembourg, 14 the more recent period appears in a study on Silesian pilgrimages in the second half of the 18 th century, on how Emperor Franz I. viewed the Opava Grammar School Museum, or on the hospitality facilities of Opava in the second half of the 19 th century. 15 The most recent was the interesting and factually rich monograph on the development of university buildings, significant by its contribution to the history of architecture in Opava, which was followed by an independent study on abuilding in Masaryk Sreet in Opava. 16 The aforementioned research and publication activities are closely related to the part the professor took in teaching the Master's study program Cultural Heritage in Regional Practice at the Faculty of Science and Philosophy SU for which he and I. Korbelářová had prepared an interesting textbook 17 and which also contributed to some instruction in the Bachelor's and Master's study programs in the field of Middle European Studies at the Faculty of Public Policies. Likewise, these activities were associated with his editorial work in the journal Cieszyn whose managing editor he has been since 1993, and in other journals where he is long-standing member of editorial boards, such as Silesian Proceedings, Magazine of the Silesian Land Museum, series B, Acta Historica Universitatis Silesianae Opaviensis Papers and Central European Papers the founding of which he greatly supported as the rector of the University of Silesia. The general public were able to learn about the results of this research primarily through thematic exhibitions organized at various occasions, such as e.g. the 2016 exhibition on the history of the university buildings at the opening of the new building of the Faculty of Public Policies in 14 Bezruč Square, Opava. A deeper appreciation of the celebrated professor's extensive work is yet to come in future generations. However, a brief reminder of his main activities has shown that despite the demands of the university offices, his work is far from being closed, that professor Žáček is asking himself more and more new questions and seeking answers to problems of cultural history and Silesian history in the Central European context which have not been investigated yet. Let us hope that this work will continue and that we can look forward to many
